
GoGoGordon’s Guide© 

Dublin, Ireland 

Go! = You won’t regret it. 

Go!Go! = You’ll regret it if you miss it. 

Go!Go!Go! = A bucket list travel opportunity. 

No!Go! = We weren’t impressed, skip it. 

For pictures, stories, descriptions, anecdotes, and advice, see the Dublin Guide at 

www.gogogordons.com.  

 

WHAT TO DO IN DUBLIN: 

Go!Go!Go! = Guinness Experience at Guinness Brewery – They have done an incredible job 

making this a true museum and interactive experience. If you like the famous Guinness 

advertising, there is an entire floor dedicated to it. Want to learn how to pour a Guinness? Step 

behind their bar and learn from the best, and then collect your certification. They also have 

restaurants, a beautifully done educational exhibit based on the ingredients they use, and (my 

favorite), a Willy Wonka like tasting “ride” culminating in a taste of the freshest Guinness you’ll 

ever have in your life! Don’t miss it! On top of all that is, well, the bar on the top of the 

brewery. Even if you don’t like beer at all, the brewery bar offers the best views in Dublin. 

Go!Go!Go! = Take a half day trip to Broine Boine. Older than the pyramids in Egypt, more 

intact (and older) than Stonehenge. Has a cool Indiana Jones vibe. The museum is a little cheesy 

and the fact you have to bus out there isn’t great, but the site itself is incredible. If you don’t 

have an appreciation for historical artifacts or mysteries, this might be less of a “must do”. 

Go!Go!Go! = Tour the Pubs. There are a million tour guides and organized pub crawls you can 

choose from if you’re looking to be social and hit the main pubs. For us, we prefer to stick to 

ourselves and our own schedule, so we did some research and found our list of pubs we 

wanted to visit. For our full list of pub experiences in Dublin, see below.  

http://www.gogogordons.com/


Go!Go!Go! Rare Books: We like old book stores, and make an effort to browse through them 

throughout Europe. Dublin has several legitimate, quality rare book stores and is one of the 

best cities in Europe to find collectibles. Cathach Books is where Anthony Bourdain went in his 

No Reservations visit, and The Winding Stair also gets great reviews. We went to Ulysses Rare 

Books, which we found to be amazing…museum like in their collection. Obviously, if you have 

no interest in books or rare books, then skip it.  

Go!Go! = Library of Kells: Nicely done museum that leads to the Book of Kells. Don’t forget to 

pre-buy your tickets online. The Library is amazing, more impressive than the book, for us. Felt 

like a movie set for Harry Potter. Be sure to check out the harp. 

Go! = Shopping for Irish Clothing: Kevin & Howlin is our recommended place to buy Donegal 

tweed hats, sweaters and other essential Irish souvenir clothing. There are lots of imposter 

stores in Dublin and throughout Ireland trying to cash in on Ireland’s reputation for quality 

outerwear. Shop here and rest easy knowing you bought the best. Another safe bet is Magee 

on Wicklow St.  

Go! Trinity University: Beautiful campus, worth a walk around.  

Go! Walk the City – Rather than Grafton Street, we preferred our walk from Fade Street to 

Aungier St (R114) north to Exchequer Street which turns into Wicklow St. This part of the city 

has beautiful red brick buildings with a New England feel. There are also a number of trendy 

places to eat around Fade Street… Market Bar, Hogans, Fade Street Social, and the beautiful 

L’Gueuleton are all aesthetically pleasing but only get good, not great reviews. To me, that 

means have a beer, maybe an appetizer, but eat your meals somewhere else. 

No!Go! Walk Grafton Street – One of the main shopping and pedestrian streets. For us, this 

street lacked personality, had the same stores we have in every mall in America, and was 

crowded. Skip. 

WHERE TO EAT IN DUBLIN 

Go!Go!Go! Sweet Sicily – We were (pleasantly) shocked to find a straight-up legit, 100% 

authentic cannoli shop right in central Dublin. Go here, get a cannoli (we got two). 

Go!Go! O’Flaherty’s at The Old Storehouse – This was exactly one of the Irish experiences I 

wanted. While I recognize it’s a bit cliché, it was the perfect mix of live Irish music, good, 

traditional Irish food, and a historical atmosphere. If that’s what you’re looking for, this is a safe 

bet to find it. It’s also a perfectly located in the Temple Bar area.   



Go!Go! Eat at a Pub! There are a number of pubs in Dublin that provide great food in addition 

to the beer, whisky and atmosphere. Dining at a pub isn’t a compromise here, it’s a 

recommendation. Here are a few to take a look at: 

- The Brazen Head (the restaurant) – We had lunch here and the food was okay, but not 

our favorite. However, as a pub, it’s a must stop, don’t miss. 

- The Quays Irish Restaurant – Didn’t get to eat here but the pub is beautiful and the 

food gets great reviews. Perfect lunch or dinner stop right in the heart of Temple Bar 

area. The Quays is the full Irish pub experience. 

- Darkey Kelly’s – Didn’t get to go, but this is currently the highest rated 

pub/beer/food/Irish music combo on TripAdvisor. Based on the reviews, you won’t be 

disappointed, and this would be a priority for us if we’re ever back in Dublin 

- Arthur’s Pub - #1 place to eat nearby the Guinness Storehouse. Here’s a perfect 

afternoon: Go to the Guinness Storehouse around 10:30am, then head to Arthur’s Pub 

around 12:30pm for lunch, then walk over to the Brazen Head to relax and have a few 

more Guinness. From there, depending on your priorities, you can visit the Christ Church 

Cathedral or St. Michan’s Church, or take things in a completely different direction with 

a stop at the Jameson Distillery on Bow Street. 

Gallaghers Boxty House – We had dinner here our last night in Ireland. It was good, fresh, and 

had an interesting menu. It still gets good reviews on both TripAdvisor® and Google Maps, and 

if you’re looking for a café-style foodie friendly menu at a reasonable price right in the heart of 

the Temple Bar area, this is a good choice, it just wasn’t quite memorable enough for us to 

recommend it. 

Chapter One – If you want the gastronomical, foodie, chef’s menu, Michelin star restaurant 

experience, this is the place to go in Dublin. We visited Dublin before we knew how much we 

liked these types of dining experiences, but if we ever go back we’d definitely make 

reservations. 

WHERE TO DRINK IN DUBLIN 

Go!Go!Go! The Brazen Head (the pub) - believed to be in business since 1178. This pub was by 

far my favorite in Dublin, and one of my favorites in Ireland. The fish and chips we had there 

were just okay, but in terms of environment this one is a must do for any traditional pub loving 

or architecture loving traveler.    

Go!Go! The Stags Head. Probably our favorite of the main pubs in the Temple Bar area. Loved 

the woodwork and stained glass, good vibe, good bartenders. 



Go!Go! The Quays Irish Restaurant. Great place. Another top-notch offering of food, beer, 

atmosphere and live music. The full Irish experience.  

Go!Go! The Hairy Lemon – This one wasn’t on our trip research list, we just wondered in due in 

part to it’s funny name and in part because it had been an hour or so since our last Guinness. 

We were pleasantly surprised by the beautiful woodwork throughout, especially upstairs, and 

the overall personality of the Hairy Lemon was both one that felt acceptable to locals but also 

welcoming to tourists. Less crowded than others. We really enjoyed having a beer here. 

Go! The Lord Edward. If you want a total local hangout, with no frills, no commercialization, 

this spot is for you! We had a great conversation about “futbol” vs football with a couple of 

locals, as well as hearing a few tales of some legendary Irish footballer from the 40s, and 

whether or not he was better than Messi. I can’t guarantee you’ll have as memorable of a 

conversation with the locals, but we did so we will always remember this place fondly. 

Go! The Temple Bar – The legendary bar, meaning it’s very touristy and crowded, but I ended 

up liking it more than I expected to as the bar winds through several different rooms and 

somehow maintains a good character. If you’re celebrating something or want to get a little 

crazy, this is the place. 

The Long Hall – Nice Victorian style pub in a nice neighborhood. We enjoyed the architecture 

on the surrounding streets. I wouldn’t seek this place out, but if you’re in the area and want a 

beer, it’s a nice, small pub. 

WHERE TO STAY IN DUBLIN 

The Gibson – We stayed at the penthouse suite in the Gibson Hotel. It was a huge, nice, 

modern, clean room with an enormous wraparound balcony the looked over the River Liffey 

harbor and downtown. It was a good stay, nothing negative to say, but it was a bit too far of a 

walk for us to downtown, and the breakfast was mediocre, so we’d probably try another place 

next time. 

We’d recommend looking into The Westbury, The Merrion, the Westin, or, if you want modern 

and a bit outside the party zone of downtown, The Marker Hotel. 

 


