
The GoGoGordon’s Guide© 
Porto and Vila Nova de Gaia, Portugal 

Rating system: 

Go! = You won’t regret it. 

GoGo! = You’ll regret it if you miss it. 

GoGoGo! = A bucket list travel opportunity. 

For more information on how I use research, planning, and certain apps to ensure we make the most of 

every minute of our vacations, check out the “How to Plan a Trip” page on www.gogogordons.com. 

Where to stay in Porto: 

Go!Go!Go! The Yeatman – one of our favorite hotels in all of Europe. For my wife, it is #1 over 

all others. There are lots of pictures and explanations about the Yeatman on the 

www.gogogordons.com full picture guide of Porto. Technically, if you’re searching for this hotel 

on a hotel booking site, it’s in Vila Nova de Gaia. 

What to do in Porto: 

In general, you can sum up Porto with 5 items: 

1. The Douro 

2. The Food 

3. Port tasting / wine tasting (on both sides of the river) 

4. The Churches 

5. Walking the streets / the architecture, bridges and views 

Within these categories, there are lots of options and many weeks’ worth of activities. The 

guide below shares some of our recommendations for each. Whatever you decide to do, please 

be sure to double check the opening days and times or you might get frustrated. Throughout 

Europe, restaurants, bars and attractions are open fewer hours than you’d expect in the US, 

and that is especially true in Portugal, Spain and France. 
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Here’s what we recommend you do in Porto and Vila Nova de Gaia: 

1. Go!Go!Go! Port tours and tastings in Vila Nova de Gaia: Basically, all the Port in the 

world is sitting in barrels in warehouses facing Porto on the south side of the Douro in 

Vila Nova de Gaia. PORTO ONLY EXPORTS ABOUT 10% OF THE PORT THEY MAKE, SO 

YOU HAVE TO TRY IT HERE! WITH THAT IN MIND, FOCUS ON FINDING ONE OR TWO 

BOUTIQUE WINERIES THAT DON’T EXPORT TO THE US!  

 

You will recognize plenty of the names, especially if you’ve already discovered Port, but 

there are plenty of unknown, small batch names as well. Here are the ones we tried: 

o Go!Go!Go! Quinta dos Corvos. Expert staff (and good salespeople). What makes 

this place special is you can’t find their port anywhere else, and their port is 

exceptional. We shipped 6 special bottles home and paid about $100 total for 

fully guaranteed and insured shipping. 

o Go!Go!Go! Croft. Aesthetically, this was our favorite tasting rooms. Beautifully 

done – truly an amazing atmosphere. They also had exceptionally friendly, 

knowledgeable staff and they allow you to come in and do a tasting without 

having to do a full tour.  

o Go!Go!Go! Taylor Fladgate: We might be biased here, as it was our first port 

tour and the place where we fell in love with the magical beverage. We loved the 

circus tasting room and their port is as good as it gets. 

o Go! Augusto’s: Another small-batch winery that doesn’t distribute, so if you 

want to try/buy their port, you have to visit their tasting room. Nice, informative 

tour and friendly, knowledgeable staff. 

o Other Highly Rated Tasting Rooms We Didn’t Get to Try: 

 Graham’s is a bit further away, but has exceptional views and a very well- 

reviewed restaurant in addition to port tastings.  

 Churchill Graham – One of the highest rated on Google 

 Sandemans – located right off the water in the main walking area. This 

one might be a little more crowded than others due to its location and 

notoriety. 

 Cockburn’s – A bit of a walk from the main touristy area, but very highly 

rated and a beautiful tasting room. 

 

2. Go!Go!Go! Walk the Ribeira District –I loved this area. It’s truly a fairy tale, storybook 

little area, but less of a happy, G-rated, birds singing Disney cartoon one and more of a 

drunk, swaggering Johnny Depp in Pirates of the Caribbean or Goonies one. As with any 

main tourist district, DO YOUR HOMEWORK to avoid overpaying for a low-quality tourist 

trap food.  



 

 Go!Go! Cruise of the Bridges in Porto Rabelo Boat Tour: (Note, this is different than 

the Douro River Tour below in that it was a 1-hour cruise staying in the Porto area and 

did not take us out to wine country). If you catch the 10am or 1pm tour, it likely won’t 

be crowded and you’ll love it. The boats are beautiful, and the vantage point of Porto 

and the bridges are unique and memorable. 

 

3. Full Day Douro River Tours: While the day tours to the Douro Valley get almost 

universally excellent reviews, it makes us sad to think of those that only experience this 

magical place for a few hours as part of a group tour. We rented a car and spent two 

nights near Peso de Regua and it wasn’t enough. You can read about our Douro Valley 

experience and recommendations at www.gogogordons.com. If a day trip is your only 

option, I’m sure you’ll enjoy it, but try to plan on spending two nights. 

 

4. Go!Go!Go! Walk Porto and enjoy the architecture.  

o Walk over to Rue do Outeirinho by the 1872 River House and Bacalhau 

restaurant to see some amazing stained-glass balconies. (see picture in online 

guide). 

o Rue da Fonte Taurina 

o Rue das Flores 

o Rue dos Clerigos 

o Cais da Ribeira, of course 

o Rua do Choupelo in Vila Nova de Gaia 

o Pretty much the entire city… 

 

 Go!Go!Go! The Churches/Monasteries/Cathedrals of Porto –Porto is blessed with a 

ridiculous abundance of some of the most ornate, striking, awe-inspiringly artistic places 

of worship you’ll find anywhere in Europe. Here are the ones we visited and recommend 

the most, in order: 

1. Go!Go!Go! San Francisco Church –The golden church, and I’m not sure if this is 

official or not, but it seemed like the best combination of size, stuff to see, view 

from the outside, and awe-inspiring design. In our opinion, if you only have time 

for one, see this one. Open daily from 9am – 6pm. 

2. Go!Go!Go! Mosteiro da Serra do Pilar (best view) –Located on the Vila Nova de 

Gaia side of the bridge, we didn’t actually go inside but the view from the 

platform over Porto is worthy enough to make this a #2 and an absolute do not 

miss! If you want an Instagram® shot of Porto, this is the spot. Note: It’s a bit of a 
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pain, but after you cross the bridge you have to walk a ways down Avenue de 

Republica before you can basically U-turn and head up to the viewpoint. 

3. Go!Go! Clerigos Tower (Torre dos Clerigos)– I say this in every guide, because 

every city in Europe has at least one tower to climb, but these are always worth 

it to me. Since most of the pictures online of Porto are of the Riberia District, this 

is a new perspective you may not have seen before on websites or travel guides 

and it’s equally amazing. Get some exercise, climb the tower and enjoy the view!  

4. Go!Go! Church of Santa Clara: This one gives you both some tile work to admire 

on the outside and some insanely ornate, gilded woodwork inside. Mon-Fri 9:30-

noon and 3:30-6pm; Sunday 10am – noon 

5. Go! Porto Cathedra (Se Catedral): The size of this cathedral and the view from 

it’s lookout platform are both spectacular. Open Sunday 2:30pm – 6pm. Open 

Monday/Tues 9am-noon and 2:30-6pm. 

6. Go! Capela das Almas–not as amazing on the inside, but you have to walk by to 

see the outside covered in the iconic blue tiles.  

7. Go! Igreja do Carmo: In any other town this would be a no-brainer. We’re 

definitely splitting hairs having this 6th, as the outside has a large section of 

beautiful tiling along with a lovely, gothic façade, and inside has elements of 

both stone and the intricate, gilded woodwork found throughout Porto. 

8. Go! Church of Saint Ildefonso Igreja Paroquial de Santo Ildefonso –Good luck 

with the name. This one we approached from the front on a lovely blue-sky day 

and it was gorgeous…very photogenic. We did not go inside. 

 

 Go!Go!Go! The Bridge - Technically I’m referring to the Ponte Luis Bridge, but it is “the” 

bridge in Porto. Listen to me…do NOT just admire this bridge from afar, walk across 

it…on both levels! You’re higher up than you think and the evolving view as you make 

your way across is both dizzying and inspiring. These views cannot be captured on film, 

you must see it. 

 

 Go!Go! Funicular dos Guindais -– Not only is this a convenient way to get up/down 

from the bridge on the Vila Nova de Gaia side of the river, but it’s yet another beautiful 

perspective from which to enjoy the city. If you’re staying on the Porto side of the 

Douro, cross the top of the Bridge, then take this Gondola and you’ll end up right in the 

heart of Port heaven. 

 

 Go!Go!Go! Palacio da Bolsa – The tour of the Palace is informative and the Palace is 

stately and impressive, but what makes this a Go!Go!Go! is the wine tasting room 

onsite! Don’t miss it! 



 

 Go! Paco Episcopal – The Bishop’s Palace located right next to the Se Cathedral is a 

relatively new attraction, just opening in 2016. There are only 22 reviews on TA so it’s 

pretty far down the list, but we really enjoyed it. Nice, historical rooms, interesting 

explanations and anecdotes during the tour, and yet another wonderful view. Can you 

figure out the missing, 8th statue? 

 

 Go! Livraria Lello –Yes, the staircase is beautiful, and is a true work of design genius. 

That said, you can’t take pictures (and they have 4 guys watching full time to ensure no 

one gets their phone out) (of course, I was able to take a few pictures anyway – see 

guide online), and you can count on a line out the door. Still, it’s fun to see this little 

library if you have time, but if you can’t make it over there or if the line is around the 

block as it sometimes can be, I’d skip it. 

 

 Go! Garrafeira do Carmo –One of if not the best known and highest reviewed liquor 

stores in all of Portugal, with a vast array of options for those seeking that perfect bottle 

to bring back with them to the states. 

 

 Go! Rail Station Sao Bento –This is a truly beautiful train station, and it’s worth finding 

and walking inside even if you’re not planning to ride the train. Don’t get your 

expectations too high, but it’s worth a stop, especially if you’re already in the area 

enjoying lunch at Tapabento. 

 

 Go! Casa Da Guitarra –I don’t do a lot of shopping advice here, but if you’re a musician 

and you want to buy a keepsake guitar, this shop makes authentic, quality instruments 

and they are very reasonably priced. Go to a fado show, hear the guitar, and if you fall in 

love with Porto you might find yourself shipping one home. 

 

 The Crystal Palace and Gardens – We were in the area so I’m glad we stopped by as 

there is a very relaxing little beer/coffee area outside and some (more) great views of 

Porto and Vila Nova de Gaia. I wouldn’t go out of my way to visit, but if nearby it’s worth 

a stop if you like gardens or just want to relax and enjoy the view. 

 

 Other highly rated things to do in Porto that we didn’t have time for: 

o Estadio do Dragao for FC Porto game – Whether you love soccer and want to 

experience some true, fanatical, European “futball”, enjoy large events, or just 

want to get a glimpse of Ronaldo…see if FC Porto is in town! 



o Casa da Musica: Very highly reviewed: Ultra-modern building entirely dedicated 

to music. If you’re a fan of classical music, or you just want to tour the facility, 

look up their website and see the event schedule. 

o Serralves: If you’re a modern art lover this museum and garden is the best Porto 

has to offer. It had higher reviews back in 2015 than it does now, but it’s still 

pretty well reviewed among travelers. 

o Walk/bike along water – If walking up and down the streets of Porto isn’t enough 

exercise, know that Porto is blessed with miles of wide-open, biking and walking 

paths right along the Douro that stretch from the main tourist area in the Ribeiro 

District to the aristocratic “foz” area. The “Foz” is the most sophisticated district 

of Porto, with lots of bars, cafes, clubs and restaurants.  

o Via Catarina is supposed to be a great shopping street.  

o Collectus – Loja de Coleccoes – legit antique shop 

o Fado in Porto – As with Lisbon, we didn’t make time for a Fado show, but we 

plan to do this on our next trip. 

o Parque da Cidade do Porto: One of the highest rated things to do in all of Porto 

according to TripAdvisor. It is a large, open park and green space. While I’m sure 

it’s beautiful, we have parks in the US so we didn’t go…that said, if you’re in 

Porto for a week or have a free afternoon on a day with good weather, the sheer 

volume of 5 star reviews on TA makes it pretty tempting to check out! 

Food and Wine Recommendations: 

WHEN TO EAT: Porto follows a similar schedule as most of Portugal and Spain. Lunch is 

normally served between 12:30 and 3:00pm, but on weekdays, restaurants may close shop 

closer to 2:00pm. Dinner is served between 8:00 and 10:30pm, many until 11:00pm on the 

weekends (in the downtown areas).  

WHAT TO EAT: 

Go!Go!Go! Charcuteri, and small plates with a wine/port tasting – One of the Gordon’s 

favorite things is a plate of meat and cheese accompanied by a flight of wine glasses. Therefore, 

one of the reasons we love Porto is they have at least 8-10 wonderful, world-class places to 

order this perfect marriage of food and beverage while enjoying a view of the Douro. 

Go!Go!Go! Francesinha – Not for the faint of heart…both literally and figuratively due to the 

calorie count of this dish, but you’re on vacation so go for it! I ate these mostly in Porto, where 

they are featured on most menus, but they can be found in Lisbon as well. The one at the 

restaurant at the Yeatman Hotel is incredible. I also loved the one I had at Taberninha do 



Manel.  This amazing sandwich is a heart-wrecking combination of bread, steak, ham, sausage, 

cheese sauce and a fried egg.   

Go!Go!Go! Pasteis de Nata – The Porto version of the “Pasteis de Belem” in Lisbon. I think we 

averaged at least two of these per day.  

 

Go!Go! Salted Cod (Bacalhau) is the specialty and national dish of Portugal. The best we had 

was at Taberninha do Manel and at Tapabento. Most popular versions are: 

1. Bacalhau a bras – fried with potatoes and onions 

2. Bacalhau com natas – au gratin 

3. Bacalhau a Gomes Sa – baked with potatoes, onions, boiled egg and olives 

4. Pasties or pataniscas de bacalhau – two styles of salt cod fritters 

WHERE TO EAT:  

1. Go!Go!Go! O Paparico – Enjoyed their tasting menu just as much, if not more, than the 

multiple Michelin star restaurants we ate at in Spain and Copenhagen. If you want fine 

dining, this place is an under-rated super-star! Get the tasting menu! 

2. Go!Go!Go! Touriga Vinhos de Portugal – Owned by a friendly, knowledgeable local that 

knows people at most of the Quinta’s in Porto/Gaia. We did a blind tasting and loved every 

second of it. They don’t have meat/cheese, but this is where you need to go to buy bottles 

you can’t find in the states and to learn about port. A truly wonderful experience. 

3. Go!Go!Go! Bacchus Vini – One of the most memorable meat, cheese and wine pairings 

we’ve ever had, anywhere. Our waitress was very patient and explained both pairings (Shea 

ordered the port tasting and I ordered the wine pairing). Exceptional! Great view! Go! 

4. Go!Go! Wine Quay Bar –– A perfect trifecta: 1. Location – right on the water with incredible 

views of the water and Ribeira area; 2. Quality, local meats, cheeses and snacks; 3. 

Passionate, expert service with a great wine menu.  

5. Go!Go! Taberninha Do Manel. THE place to eat in Vila Nova De Gaia, and perfectly located 

right in the heart of the boardwalk area.  Order the francesinha, the balcalhao, and the 

sausage! They also have great sangria options! Best of all, they’re open 7 days a week from 

11am – 2am. Fri/Sat to 4am.  

6. Go!Go! Tapabento Bar and Restaurant – Note, there are two restaurants in Porto named 

“Tapabento”, we ate at the one right next to the Sao Bento train station. If you end up at 

the wrong one, don’t worry, as they are both rated in the top tier on TripAdvisor and other 

review sites. In short, if you see the word “Tapabento”, it’s probably a good place to eat! 

We highly recommend the white chocolate soup if it’s there for dessert, and their Bacalhau 

was probably the best we had on the entire trip. A perfect lunch stop!  



7. Go!  Mercado Bom Sucesso , or the “Time Out” Market – If you’ve read any of my other 

trip summaries, you’ll know that European food markets and food courts are my idea of 

heaven and, to me, the true museums of Europe. While not as large as some of the other 

markets we’ve been to, The Bom Sucesso market has some nice booths, good variety, and is 

a nice, open facility.   

8. Go! Ribeira Square Restaurant – Usually, restaurants located in the main square are crap. 

Not in this case. Great service and local food in a perfect location. Ask for a table upstairs 

with a view of the square. We loved the octopus, bruschetta, mushrooms and sausage. 

9. Go! Dom Luis – Another great choice if you’re port tasting in Vila Nova and want a tasty, 

local, mom and pop type place for a casual lunch or dinner. Their Balcahua is exceptional! 

10. Majestic Café – Not great reviews for food/service but you should go here for the too-good-

to-be-true Art Nouveau architecture. For just a coffee and a pastry or snack, I’d definitely 

give this a Go! Just know it’s touristy and usually crowded, so grab a coffee, enjoy the 

design, and head out to the next stop. 

Here are a few other places we didn’t get to try but were on our list: 

 A Bolina – Currently rated #1 restaurant in Porto, with only 1 person out of 275 leaving a 

negative review. I like those odds. Just look at the pictures, this place is definitely worth 

walking a little ways down the Douro past the bridge.  

 Vinologia – While it lacks the view, it’s centrally located and gets great reviews. 

 Gastronomic Restaurant at the Yeatman Hotel – a 2 Michelin Star restaurant which also 

has top notch TripAdvisor reviews. While we can’t vouch for it personally, the combination 

of TA rating and Michelin Stars tells me it’s liked by both pretentious food critics AND 

everyday foodie’s, so you know it’s going to be great!  

 Another option if you’re port tasting in Vila Nova is to eat at one of the wineries. Graham’s 

has the restaurant VINUM which gets great reviews. 

 Tired of Portugease food? Another option in Vila Nova is D. Gancho Restaurante Pizzaria. 

It’s the #1 rated place to eat in on that side of the Douro, and it’s cheap! 

Desserts in Porto 

 Go!Go!Go! Nata Lisboa Rua das Flores –The best place in Porto for a “Pasteis de Nata”.  

 Go! Confeitaria do Bolhao –Right around the corner from the Majestic Café, grab a 

pastry here and then wash it down with a coffee…  

 Go!Go! Santini Porto – The only place you should buy gelato in Porto! GENERAL TIP: 

While there are of course exceptions, the gelato places with the decorative displays of 

all the flavors are typically a sign of inferiority…always look for a gelato place where 

all the different flavors are hidden from view inside the silver canisters…like Santini! 



If you want to see pictures of most of what is described here, go to www.gogogordons.com and 

click on the Porto link. 
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